
Have nuke, will travel
AMERICAN scientists and re-
searchers have put together a
unique catalogue which reveals, for
the first time, the con tents of the
nuclear arsenals owned by the
United States and its allies around
the world. The first volume of a
projected eight volume Nuclear
Weapons Data book series will be
published by the US Natural Re-
sources Defense Council at the end
of this week. The authors have as-
sembled a unique collection of
photographs illustrating the ap-
pearance of most current bombs
and nuclear warheads. They range
from heavyweight hydrogen bombs
to a tiny 'backpack bomb' - an
atom bomb small enough to be car-
ried and used by one soldier.

Since August 1945, when Ameri-
can bombs destroyed Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, the United States
has designed and manufactured
over 80 different types of hydrogen
and atom bomb. All of Britain's

nuclear weapons are either obtained
from the United States, or are
manufactured or assembled in Al-
dermaston, Burghfield and Cardiff
from copies or modifications of US
bombs.

The most powerful American
bomb still in use is design number
53. This is the B53 hydrogen bomb
- 12 feet long and over four feet in
diameter. It has a power of 9 Mega-
tons - more than 600 times as
powerful as the weapons used in the
Second World War.

US bases in Britain are believed
to store three different kinds of
bomb, the largest of which is a 1
Megaton hydrogen 'B43' bomb for
use by F-l11 bombers, based at
Lakenheath and Upper Heyford.
These aircraft, and British Torna-
dos, may also use a 'dial-a-yield'
atom bomb, the B61, which can be
adjusted to provide an explosion
ranging from 1 to about 20 times
the power of the Hiroshima bomb.

Cruise missiles at Greenham Com-
mon use a warhead based on a high-
yield modification of the B6l
bomb.

The mini-bomb is the W54
'Special Atomic Demolition Muni-
tion' . Although its exact dimen-
sions are still secret, this tiny bomb
is no larger than an office type-
writer, yet can release the explosive
power of at least 250 tons of TNT.
It weighs about 50 lb, and is de-
signed for use either as an atomic
land mine, or as a sabotage weapon
for use behind enemy lines by gue-
rillas and SAS-type forces. ,---One
such mini-atom bomb left in
Whitehall would demolish more
than enough to satisfy any an-
archist's wildest dreams.
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